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Manager, Land Assessment, Rangelands Division, Department of Land Resource Management

Ph. (08) 8999 4443   Email: rangelands@nt.gov.au   Web: www.lrm.nt.gov.au

Level 3, Goyder Centre, 25 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston, Northern Territory of Australia.
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LAND UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

1.1

LOW HILLS

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

4.3

7.2

7.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

Rocky sandstone hills with shallow soils; slopes up to 25%; 5% sandstone outcrop. Lithosols (Leptic
Rudosols). Eriachne mucronata Mid high grassland, with isolated trees and shrubs.

LOW RISES

Low gravelly rises; slopes 4%; relief 8m; gravelly slopes. Red calcareous soils (Calcic Calcarosols).
Maireana astrotricha Low sparse chenopod shrubland.

PLAINS

Gently undulating plains formed on calcrete; slopes 2%; relief 3m; 1% limestone outcrop. Lithosols
(Leptic Rudosols). Acacia kempeana Tall sparse shrubland.

Gently undulating plains formed on calcrete; 1% limestone outcrop. Lithosols (Leptic
Rudosols). Acacia kempeana Tall sparse shrubland with isolated trees.

Gently undulating plains giving way to breakaways adjacent to salt lakes; slopes 3%;
relief 15m. Calcareous red earths (Supracalcic Calcarosols). Enneapogon cylindricus,
Enneapogon avenaceus Mid high grassland.

Gently undulating plains; slopes 3%; relief 5m. Calcareous red earths (Lithocalcic Calcarosols).
Enneapogon cylindricus, Enneapogon avenaceus Low grassland.

Gently undulating plains with abundant surface ironstone gravel. Calcareous red earths (Red
Chromosols). Sclerolaena bicornis, Sclerolaena lancicuspis Mid high sparse chenopod shrubland.

Level plains; slopes 1%. Calcareous red earths (Calcic Calcarosols). Acacia kempeana Very tall
sparse shrubland.

Level plains; slopes 2%. Calcareous red earths (Hypercalcic Calcarosols). Maireana astrotricha Mid
high sparse chenopod shrubland.

Gently undulating plains with bare, scalded gravelley patches and broad drainage areas; slopes 2%;
relief 1.5m. Calcareous red earths (Leptic Rudosols). Eremophila neglecta Tall sparse shrubland with
isolated trees.

Level plains. Lateritic red earths (Red Kandosols). Acacia aneura Low open woodland.

Level plains, often occuring as swales within the southern dunefield. Red earths (Red Kandosols).
Acacia aneura Low open woodland.

Level plains adjacent to western salt lakes; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Desert loam (Red Kandosols).
Eragrostis dielsii with Atriplex vesicaria Mid high grassland with low isolated trees.

Gently undulating plains at salt lake margins; slopes 2%; relief 1m. Solonchaks (Stratic Rudosols).
Eragrostis dielsii Low open grassland.

Gently undulating plains at the edge of salt lakes. Solonchaks (Hypersalic Rudosols). Halosarcia spp.,
with Frankenia serpyllifolia Mid high open chenopod shrubland.

ALLUVIAL PLAINS

6.1
Alluvial plains with minor stream channels. Red earths (Red Kandosols). Acacia estrophiolata Mid high
open woodland.

SAND PLAINS

Gently undulating sandplains. Earthy sands (Arenic Rudosols). Acacia aneura Tall sparse shrubland.

Level sand plain. Earthy sands (Red Kandosols). Acacia aneura Very tall sparse shrubland.

Level sand plains with minor dunes. Earthy sands (Arenic Rudosols). Acacia aneura Mid high
open woodland.

Level sand plains. Red earths (Red Kandosols). Acacia victoriae, Acacia sessiliceps Tall sparse
shrubland.

Level sand plains with associated clay pans and sandy depressions. Red earths (Red Kandosols).
Dodonaea viscosa subsp. angustissima, Eremophila sturtii Tall sparse shrubland.

Example of Land Unit Descriptions

5.10

5.6
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7.1

6.4

6.5
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7.5

DUNE FIELDS

5.8

Dunefields adjacent to salt lakes; slopes 5%; relief 15m. Earthy sands (Hypocalcic Calcarosols).
Acacia ligulata Very tall sparse shrubland.

Sandy dunefield; dune side slopes 6% with gently inclined plains. Earthy sands (Red-Orthic Tenosols).
Acacia aneura Low open woodland.

Dunefields with low intersecting reticulate sand dunes. Red earths (Red Kandosols). Eucalyptus
gamophylla Low open mallee woodland over a hummock grassland.

Gently undulating dunefields with very low intersecting reticulate sand dunes; side slopes 5%. Earthy
sands (Arenic Rudosols). Acacia estrophiolata, Acacia aneura Mid high open woodland.

5.8
Gently undulating dunefield with low intersecting reticulate sand dunes. Earthy sands (Red-Orthic
Tenosols). Acacia aneura Mid high open woodland.

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

Broad drainage floors; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Calcareous red earths (Calcic Calcarosols). Acacia
estrophiolata, Eucalyptus coolabah subsp. arida Mid high open woodland.

Broad drainage floors; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Red earths (Red Chromosols). Acacia aneura Mid high
open woodland.

Broad drainage floors, often linking salt lakes; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Red earths (Red Chromosols).
Halosarcia sp., Low sparse chenopod shrubland.

SWAMPS

Closed depressions formed from alluvial deposits; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Calcareous red earths (Calcic
Calcarosols). Eucalyptus coolabah subsp. arida with Acacia estrophiolata Mid high open woodland.

Closed depressions; playa; slopes 1%; relief 1m. Red clays (Red Kandosols). Acacia aneura with
Eucalyptus coolabah subsp. arida Low open woodland.

INLAND WETLANDS

Ephemeral claypan and interconnecting plains. Red clays (Hypocalcic Calcarosols). Halosarcia spp.,
Low sparse shrubland.

Extensive playas free of vegetation with a halite crust over brine. Solonchaks (Rudosols). Devoid of
vegetation.
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Main road: unsealed

Trough

Cleared Line

3.1

PLAINS
Gently undulating plains with abundant surface ironstone gravel. Calcareous red earths (Red
Chromosols). Sclerolaena bicornis, Sclerolaena lancicuspis Mid high sparse chenopod shrubland.

Highway: sealed

Water tank & Trough
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